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· Examined 255 schools (230 public, 25 private) that participate solely in Division III athletics and earned points in the 2001-02 Directors’ Cup Standings.

· Financial and school data taken from the EADA Report.

· Schools were divided into quartiles based on their Directors’ Cup points earned.

Summary of Findings

· A significant relationship (R²=.086) was found to exist between mean expenditures per sport and on-field success, as defined by Directors’ Cup points earned.  This indicates that expenditures are responsible for roughly 9% of the variance in schools’ success.
· A significant gap in total expenditures and mean expenditures per sport were found to exist between quartiles of schools.  The table below illustrates the expenditures for each quartile of schools:
	Quartile
	N
	Mean Total Athletic Expenditures
	Mean Athletic Expenditures per Sport

	1
	63
	$1,307,703.37
	$67,703.71

	2
	66
	$962,438.92
	$55,882.60

	3
	65
	$944,448.77
	$54,422.46

	4
	61
	$635,452.75
	$39,944.91


· Quartile 1 was found to have significantly higher mean expenditures than the schools in the lower three Quartiles.  In addition, Quartiles 2 and 3 were both found to have significantly higher mean expenditures than Quartile 4.  In total athletic expenditures per sport, Quartiles 1 and 2 were both found to spend significantly more than Quartile 4.

· A significant gap in enrollment was found to exist between Quartile 1 and the lower three Quartiles.  The mean enrollment statistics are below:

	Quartile
	N
	Mean Enrollment
	Minimum
	Maximum

	1
	63
	5579.87
	1425
	37134

	2
	66
	3432.02
	774
	20397

	3
	65
	3317.05
	844
	12883

	4
	61
	3119.85
	514
	13240

	Total
	255
	3858.68
	514
	37134


· Schools in Quartile 1 sponsored significantly more sports than schools in the remaining Quartiles.  In addition, Quartile 3 schools sponsored significantly more sports than Quartile 4.  Mean number of sports sponsored statistics are below:

	              Quartile
	N
	Mean Sports Sponsored
	Minimum
	Maximum

	1
	63
	19.95
	12
	35

	2
	66
	17.29
	10
	25

	3
	65
	17.63
	10
	26

	4
	61
	15.56
	8
	25

	Total
	255
	17.62
	8
	35


· Percentage of Student-Athletes and Public/Private Affiliation were not found to be significantly different throughout the sample.
Recommendations

Based on these findings, the following recommendations for Division III are made.  These recommendations seek to ensure greater competitive equality and offset the inherent advantages of schools with seemingly unlimited financial resources:

· Continued increase of automatic qualification to NCAA post-season play.

· Reduction of playing and practice season length.

· Greater restrictions on recruiting, particularly on off-campus recruiting.

· Restrictions on travel, and renewed emphasis on regional competition.

· Further investigation and discussion on potential subdivision.

For more information, or to request a copy of the study, please contact Sean Wright, University of North Carolina at scwright@uncaa.unc.edu or (919) 843-4738.

