Public Comments about Officiating
Iowa:  'Any comments regarding officiating are to put in writing by the Director of Athletics and provided to the Conference Commissioner. Complaints regarding officiating shall not be publicly

discussed by institutional personnel or released to the press or public through any news media.' 

Centennial:  We state in our basketball playoff guidelines that members of the coaching staff or other representatives of participating institutions shall not make public statements critical of officiating in any Centennial Conference playoff game.

Wisconsin:  WIAC Bylaw 10.4 states the following:

"All individuals associated with the WIAC and/or its member institutions (e.g., administrators, coaches, game officials) are to refrain from making public comments of a negative nature about other institutions, coaches, enrolled or prospective student-athletes or the conference office.

Individuals found to have violated this provision are subject to disciplinary action."

WIAC Administrative Regulation 27.2.2 also states the following:

"Coaches and officials will refrain from post game comments on officiating.  Any comments, criticisms or complaints of game officials' performance should be directed to the conference office by a written memorandum from the head coach through the athletics director.  In the sports of football, basketball and volleyball, coaches also may forward their comments via the written

evaluation forms submitted to the conference office.  Complaints pertaining to officials shall not be released to the press or public either via written or verbal form.  The distribution of a videotape of "questionable" calls to members of the media or general public is also prohibited.   Any coach, student-athlete or other institutional personnel connected with an institution who publicly criticizes officials shall be subject to severe disciplinary measures including, but not limited to, suspension from future contests."

Heartland:  Heartland Conference we require all coaches to view the game tape and to talk with the appropriate athletic administrator before they vent frustrations about the officiating in a particular game.  This means before they call the assignor or make any public comments.  Normally this delays the reaction by at least 12 to 24 hours and by then they have returned to a more reasonable state of mind.

Violations are treating as unsporting behavior and are dealt with by the commissioner.  We try to stress that coaches must be aware of the impact of blaming officials or officiating for defeats cultivates an environment that ignores accountability and consequences for student-athletes and coaches.
CCIW:  Derogatory Public Comments.  All individuals associated with the Conference and/or its member institutions (e.g., administrators, coaches, game officials) are to refrain from making public comments of a negative or derogatory nature about other institutions, coaches, enrolled or prospective student-athletes or the conference office.  Individuals found to have violated this provision are subject to disciplinary action.

A.  Publicly criticizing an official, Conference personnel, another member institution or any of its personnel:

1. First offense - Private letter of reprimand from the Commissioner to the violator and to his/her Director of Athletics.

2. Second offense - Public letter of reprimand and one-contest suspension.  The letter shall be sent to the violator, his/her Director of Athletics, President, all other Conference Directors of Athletics and Presidents.  The suspension shall be applied immediately, unless deemed otherwise by the Commissioner.

3. Third offense - A public reprimand and a suspension of no fewer than two games.

American Southwest Conference:  Included under definition of unsportsmanlike conduct:  “Any person who is unduly critical of any game official, conference personnel, another member institution or its personnel, shall receive a public reprimand for the first violation, a one game suspension for a second violation, and a two game suspension for a third violation.  (These sanctions shall not be probated.)”
Ohio:  Section 5.  Public Criticism of Officials.  Public criticism of officials by coaches, players or administrators is not permitted.  Violations of this rule will result in disciplinary action.  (Adopted 5-12-87)

