Division III Conference Survey

Religious Holiday Scheduling Policy

March 2004

Number of Conferences Responding = 25
Number of Conferences with Policy = 10
Conferences with no written policy
Atlantic Women’s Colleges Conference

Capital Athletic Conference
Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
Little East Conference
Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association
Midwest Conference
New England Football Conference
New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference 

New Jersey Athletic Conference
North Eastern Collegiate Volleyball Association

Northwest Conference

Old Dominion Athletic Conference
Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference
State University of New York Athletic Conference 

Conferences with Policy (see below for policy)

Allegheny Mountain Collegiate Conference

American Southwest Conference

Centennial Conference

College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin 

Commonwealth Coast Conference

New England Small College Athletic Conference 

Pennsylvania Athletic Conference

St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference

University Athletic Association

Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic Conference

Effective with the 2004-05 schedules: The athletic schedule shall be compatible with the academic schedules of all member institutions.  Under extraordinary circumstances, an exception to the conference schedule may be requested but requires the agreement of the participating schools and the approval of the commissioner.  Predetermined game times may only be changed if both athletic directors agree to the change.  

Allegheny Mountain 

The ASC does not schedule any games on Sunday but will play makeup games on Sunday due to inclement weather.  The Sunday makeup games must be played in the 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. window of time.  Softball and baseball games on Easter Weekend are scheduled on Thursday-Friday but we will not play any games on Easter Sunday.  No other religious holidays are involved.  All ACS basketball teams are required to take a Christmas recess of a minimum of five (5) consecutive days to include Christmas after the official close of the fall semester.  Each institution will decide which five (5) consecutive days its teams will take off.  

American Southwest 

Conference competition may not be scheduled on religious holidays. (official)
As long as we give schools enough notice so that rescheduling a game is possible, we may schedule games on traditional dates such as Saturdays. (unofficial)

Centennial 

 

We ask for conflicts ahead of time and schedule accordingly.

Commonwealth Coast 
We don't have a formal conference policy but we have a policy in every sports guide relating to Wheaton's inability to play on Sunday.  This impacts nearly all of our championship events. For example, our baseball championship is scheduled for Friday/Saturday with Sunday as a rain date.  If Wheaton qualifies, however, the tournament will be played Thursday/Friday with Saturday as the rain date.  This approach applies to many sports. 

CCIW
With a majority of Catholic schools in the league, we block out the Easter weekend entirely and let schools who want to play that weekend do it on there own. As for Christmas, we are off anyway at that time. As a courtesy, we avoid scheduling during the Jewish holidays in September too, out of courtesy to our more secular members with Jewish students. We play through most anything else. 
PAC

In order to avoid conflicts with traditional holidays, institutions will be permitted, on a sport by sport basis, to rearrange schedules provided there is mutual agreement.  
NESCAC

We have a policy that ‘does not advocate Sunday competition”.

MIAA
The only thing we have in place is to not play before Noon on Sunday without a waiver from the presidents. 

SCAC
We do not have a written policy. However, there are two institutions in our conference whose religions prohibit them from playing on Sunday and we honor that. We schedule no contests or tournaments that include Sunday play. We even try to avoid Monday play, except in an emergency, because those two schools could not practice the previous day.

We do not play baseball, softball, golf or tennis on Easter, but again, it is not a written policy.

SLIAC

We do not adjust our schedules with regard to religious holy days.

We do, however, make adjustments to our schedules based on the availability or potential absence of our student-athletes and coaches.

For example:  Student-athletes are free to make choices about whether they will or will not participate in athletic competition on days of significant religious observances.  Student-athletes are not penalized by their coaches or institutions for making such decisions.  When it appears the absence of significant numbers of student-athletes from a competition will affect the quality of the competitive experience or the fairness of the competition we may choose to adjust the schedule of the competition accordingly.

UAA
No conference games are to be scheduled or played on Easter Sunday.
WIAC

