WIAC

We go with the flow and everyone has to make whatever adjustments are necessary.  Fortunately for us, our T & F and softball conference championships are usually before the start of anyone's finals.  However, baseball is always a problem.  Since our baseball tournament involves only the top four teams, that alleviates the problem a bit.   But when you are dealing with weather issues in Wisconsin on the front end and the NCAA playoff/championship dates on the back end of the spring schedules you don't have a lot of options. 

CCIW

We use the NCAA selection dates as our guide for spring championships.   I don't know of any situations in which our championships have interfered with exams or finals.  We've been able to avoid any problems despite the fact one of our schools graduates May 2, one graduates June 12 and the other six graduate in between.  I'm interested in your final results since you are willing to share. 

Empire 8

We vary on this but will be consistent soon. Softball will always be the weekend before NCAA's because it is impossible for us to get all the regular season games in and seed properly if we play any earlier. It does coincide with two members' exams so I set the championship schedule based on these conflicts. For all championships, the members are supposed to manage their conflicts as best as they can before I become involved in changing game times etc. 
 

Women's and men's lacrosse used to be played two weeks before the NCAA Championship. This year it will be played the weekend before the championships. Both time frames fall during members respective exam periods or graduations. We are considering alternating this date each year so the burden does not fall on the same institutions year after year. We are also considering playing the semi-finals on Sunday and the championship the following Saturday - again to break it up and be fair. 
 

We are also considering eliminating championship tournaments all together. 

Allegheny Mountain

This is soooo difficult!  We have kept a consistent weekend for baseball
and softball that works back from the NCAA tournament.  There is no
question that the possibility exists that they could conflict with exams
or graduation, we just haven't run into it (yet).  However, if a conflict
arose, my guess is we would have to work to accomodate the affected
schools (knowing our presidents).  The problem I have encountered with
scheduling in the spring that makes this doubly difficult is that many
schools are very late in publishing their academic calendars.  (I have
received 2 in the past month for the 2004-05 year, and I'm still missing
another, because it hasn't been approved yet.)  Knock on wood...

NESCAC

We have a date formula for our conference championships.  Most of our championships conclude on the NCAA selection date or the weekend prior to the selection date (although some individual sport championships are conducted earlier).  We do review the dates of our spring championships to make sure that the conflict with exams is minimized (we have moved championships to alleviate the conflicts).  We have not had a problem with championships conflicting with commencement exercises.

PAC

NCAA selections is our guide!

SCAC

As you know, we have the Spring Sports Festival and it is usually scheduled for the fourth weekend in April. It features all of our spring sports' championships of softball, baseball, m/w golf, m/w tennis and m/w outdoor track and field.
 

We have to schedule the Festival before any school goes into finals. Sometimes, schools leave on Sunday from the Festival and begin finals on Monday or Tuesday. Others may start a week later. But your point about finding a time when no schools are involved in finals or commencement in early May is impossible. So that's why we have to go in late April even though the baseball and track folks don't like the early date at all.

MAC (Commonwealth and Freedom Leagues)

The exam and commencement schedule is too varied (16 schools) for me to take it into consideration when making up schedules.  We simply count back from championships.  Having said that, we did schedule the outdoor track meet a week earlier so some schools could save the expense of housing students after graduation.
SCIAC

	Sport
	2003-04
	2004-05
	2005-06
	2006-07
	2007-08
	2008-09
	2009-10

	Cross Country - the Saturday three weeks prior to the NCAA Championship
	SCIAC
	SCIAC
	SCIAC
	SCIAC
	SCIAC
	SCIAC
	SCIAC

	M. Water Polo
	WC
	CMS
	CIT
	ULV
	 
	 
	 

	Swimming - Thursday, Friday, Saturday at the conclusion of the dual meet season
	CMS
	UR
	WC
	CIT
	CMS
	ULV
	OXY

	Diving - Preliminary round held the weekend prior to Swimming Championship
	UR
	WC
	CIT
	CMS
	ULV
	OXY
	PP

	M. Tennis - Friday and Saturday at the conclusion of the dual match schedule
	UR
	WC
	CIT
	CLU
	CMS
	ULV
	OXY

	W. Tennis - Friday and Saturday at the conclusion of the dual match schedule
	CLU (4/16-17)
	CMS
	ULV
	OXY
	UR
	PP
	WC

	W. Water Polo
	CMS
	PP
	ULV
	UR
	 
	 
	 

	Track & Field - Saturday and Monday
	OXY
	PP
	UR
	WC
	CIT
	CLU
	CMS

	Golf - end of the dual match season
	ULV
	OXY
	PP
	UR
	WC
	CIT
	CLU

	Awards Banquet
	CIT
	CLU
	CMS
	ULV
	OXY
	PP
	UR


UAA

We select our dates (tennis, track and field, and golf) such that we avoid conflicts with exam periods.  We may on occasion impinge on a day of an institution's reading period.  We use the weekend of the third full week in April which fits with the earliest of our exam calendars.

Baseball and softball are the problematic sports for us because of the length of time that would be needed for a championship as well as the potential impact of weather and the need for multiple fields for competition.  Distance and the potential impact of weather also make regular season competition problematic.  Therefore we conduct our conference championships in those two sports during our common spring break period.  All of the participating teams travel to the same location in Florida and we conduct our championships on the Friday through Tuesday of the weekend between the two weeks our schools are on break.  We have one institution on the quarter system, and its winter quarter final exams span these dates.  Initially that institution participated but after several years of juggling late night study sessions, proctored exams, and games six hundred miles from campus decided the disadvantages to its student-athletes were significant enough to preclude their continued participation.

MIAC

We don’t structure anything specifically to avoid finals because we like you have 13 schools all with different academic calendars.  We even have one of our schools that has already ended classes.  Good Luck!!
NJAC

We (NJAC) do not schedule around exams. That being said, we conduct our baseball tournament a week earlier than most conferences (May 7-9) to ensure that we get the tournament completed.

Iowa

We find it impossible to conduct spring championships while trying to work around ten schools final exam dates. Consequently we schedule ours according to a set formula (corresponding with NCAA tournament dates) and our schools make the necessary adjustments/accommodations. Most of our schools have relatively early final exam dates (late April, 1st week in May), which minimizes our conflicts dramatically. 

Little East

Even a conference with eight members has many of the problems that you have.  The Little East has not set guidelines for exam periods.  Traditionally, baseball has been one week later in the spring that other sports and schools have had to work out their own formulae for making up missed exams.  It depends upon the individual professors, as you know, and in some instances there is little give because of scheduled athletics contests.  

I have had to deal with this problem for some fifty years as a coach, AD and commissioner.  The turf remains the same.  It is difficult to even think of developing a conference policy unless all member schools would agree to earlier season-ending dates.  Still, the exam periods vary so much that this would even be impractical.

St. Louis Intercollegiate

Under no conditions, at least until now, do we schedule anything that interferes with an institution's final exams.

That means we play our championship tournament in Golf this year April 20-21, and our Men's and Women's Tennis on April 23-24. We essentially finish everything before the first institution has its final exams.

Next year we go to Post Season Tournaments to determine our AQ in all of the team sports so that may change.

As you said, it's impossible not to conflict with someone's finals and we are going to have to deal with that next year. 

My guess is that we will establish dates that will do the least harm, kowing that someone is going to be harmed.

CAC

We take the earliest reading days and final test dates of our eight schools and set our championships accordingly.
 

This year we have scheduled our championships to start on April 13th and to be completed by the 23rd, in order to accommodate Mary Washington, as their term ends on May 1st.  A few of our schools will continue to play games, [IE Salisbury], who's term does not end until late in May.
 

These dates will be about the same for next year

AWCC

We schedule our tournament based upon the NCAA selection date.

SUNYAC

The SUNYAC schedules championships in the spring based on the NCAA Championship schedule. Schools work around the dates. Most of the SUNYAC Schools finish the academic work after the Championships. No written policy.

Lake Michigan Conference

Our dates are based on the NCAA dates.  We have too many variables in our conference with different exam weeks and ending dates of the academic year.  We're in the same boat as you are.

ASC

The ASC completes all its championships by the last weekend in April. Nearly all of our 16 members have final examinations during the first two weeks of May. Sometimes an NCAA national championship is later in May but we just live with that.

Midwest

We hold them the weekend of NCAA selections. Institutions required to deal with it individually.
Commonwealth Coast

We try to schedule our championships about 2 weeks before the NCAA dates.  We do have problem with finals with some schools.  They know the dates and it is an institutional decision on whether to play during finals.  If you choose not to then your team would be out of tournament.  We do have schools that play during finals.  We even have one school that gets out early and has to bring student back after finals to compete.

Northwest Conference

The Northwest Conference schedules its championships in tennis, golf, and track & field before reading periods and finals begin.  As a result, all the championships are concluded by the end of April.
