External Conference Responses to the following questions:

1. Does your conference have any sanction policy in place if a team fails to participate in a conference championship?  If yes, please describe, and please see the following secondary questions. 

Secondary questions, if yes above: 

Do you have regulations regarding what constitutes a team?  

Do you have a minimum # of participants per sport to count as a team?  

Would there be follow up action if, for example, a soccer team did not participate?   

Would there be follow up action if, for example, a cross country team sent their second team to the conference championship?  

2. Are there other "violations" that could result in a penalty or fine?  If yes, please provide the policy language or a brief summary of the policy, and/or any existing procedure for dealing with such violations.

CCIW

1-We do not have a formal policy in place to address that issue.  There's no other option for a CCIW school in terms of postseason participation - as a conference member you will compete even if it means fielding an "incomplete" team, which has happened in women's golf.  In terms of numbers, we adhere to the NCAA minimums for participants.  We have had teams field golf squads of three or less, which just means they don't score in the championship.

2-The only other situations could involve violations of our ethical conduct code at least formally.  In that case, I act as judge and jury with an appeal possible to a group consisting of our CEO and FAR chairs and an AD rep.  All other cases are left up to my discretion - if that makes sense.


SLIAC

Our schools are not required to participate in every sport. There is no penalty for this.

However if a school declares, in the NCAA report that is due August 15 every year , that it will participate in a given sport and does not or fails to complete the season, that school will be ineligible for the championship in that sport the following year, or the next year it sponsors that sport.

GNAC
The GNACs by-laws are quite self-explanatory.  Teams selected for post-season play must participate.  So far, in our tenth year, no one has failed to participate.  A team that violates this (or any) by-law would face sanctions as provided in the constitution.

The constitution provides for sanctions for by-law violations through our executive board (the 13 ADs).  A two-thirds majority is needed to suspend or expel a member institution for violations of the by-laws or constitution.  The penalties may include suspension, expulsion, or simply denying the offending institution to participate in the following years championship in that particular sport.  Thus far, though, we’ve never had the problem.

We have no minimum number of participants requirement (I suspect you’re speaking of cross country here).  With the exception of cross country, the minimums are predicated by the rules of the sport.

None of our cross country teams have second teams.

We have had one instance dealing with an ineligible player which was handled by our ethics committee, and resulted in the suspension for one year of an institution in that specific sports championship.  

NESCAC

We dont have any established policies regarding teams not participating in conference championships (&yet).

Little East Conference
The Little East Conference does not have a policy on sanctions.  The conference does not have a policy on fines for failure to participate.


UAA

We have no formal procedures.  Our constitution states that membership is granted on the assumption the all members will follow our rules and those of the NCAA.

A situation like you describe would be handled with a phone call from me to the AD and the problem would be resolved.  Otherwise we would use our governance committees to address a situation on a case by case basis.


Midwest Conference

No specific policy but we would not award all-sports points to them for that sport in that season and reprimand the institution and coach. 

 
Centennial Conference
The Centennial Conference does not have a policy in place for this.  But I can say that if a team chooses to send its "second" team to the championship ... unfortunately, that's their choice.  

The only language that we have in place is if an institution wishes to withdraw from the Conference in a single sport:

If an institution wishes to withdraw from the Conference in a single sport:

*       A letter should be sent to the chair of the Administrative Delegates and the Executive Director, stating the desire of the institution to withdraw from participation in a Conference sport.  The declaration should also state rationale and a timeline for withdrawal.
*       This correspondence should be shared with the Board of Delegates and the chair of the respective sports committee.
*       Only requests that meet certain criteria will be considered by the Delegates.  Criteria may include, but are not limited to, the following:

*       Inability to field a team;
*       Removal of varsity status;
*       Change in NCAA divisional status.


WIAC

See WIAC Administrative Regulation 26.1.   These regs are a part of the WIAC Handbook which can be accessed from our conference web site: www.uwsa.edu/wiac


Article 26 Conference Championships [See Appendix K]

26.1 Championship Participation. Member institutions that field a team in a designated conference championship sport must play an entire conference regular season schedule and compete in the championship for those sports in which a championship is conducted with teams that meet the minimum number of participants as stipulated in NCAA Bylaw 20.11.3.2. Failure to abide by this declaration may jeopardize an institution’s standing in the conference and will result in being prohibited from participation in the championship.

26.1.1 Exception. Institutions may petition the conference for an exception to 26.1. The petition must be in writing and requires a two-thirds majority vote of the conference faculty athletics representatives’ council.


MIAC

The MIAC Bylaws require a member to participate in the conference regular season only.  Post season participation, although expected is not a requirement for membership.



