NCAA Division III Conference Travel Squad Policies


August 10, 2006
QUESTION: Does your conference restrict the size of travel squads? If so, do you place restrictions on both team and individual sports?
Allegheny Mountain Collegiate Conference

The AMCC does not limit rosters or travel squads.

American Southwest Conference

The ASC does not impose travel squad sizes, leaving that up to the standards of each school and what they feel they can afford. Golf has a limit, but that is due to course/time limitations.

Capital Athletic Conference

Our institutions determine the size of the squad. We present awards to the number of players based on the NCAA Championship squad limits.
Centennial Conference

The Centennial Conference does not restrict travel squad sizes.

City University of New York Athletic Conference

We have no restrictions

College Conference of Illinois and Wisconsin

We kicked around the concept but the ADs decided not to go forward with any changes.  I figure the CEOs need to drive any specific changes to implement squad size restrictions.

Empire 8

We have no travel squad size restrictions.

Great Northeast Athletic Conference

The GNAC does not have guidelines for roster or travel squads. It has become an issue when ordering awards for champions. We will have to address it and I look forward to the results of your research.

Great South Athletic Conference

This is left up to each individual school in the Great South Athletic Conference.

Heartland Conference

The HCAC has no restrictions and we have had no difficulties with this approach. Cost of travel is a help in keeping travel squad sizes very reasonable.

Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference

The only thing we address is the number of players in uniform for the traveling team in football; that number is 56. Additional players can travel, but cannot be in uniform or on the sideline, they must sit in the stands.
Liberty League

The Liberty League does not put any restrictions on travel squad sizes.

Little East Conference

The Little East Conference does not have a policy on travel squad sizes.  It is strictly a school matter.  

Midwest Conference

No limits for either in any sport.

Minnesota Intercollegiate Athletic Conference

We limit the travel squad for football at 55. The MIAC is currently looking into restricting travel squad sizes for all sports.

North Atlantic Conference

Travel squad sizes are not determined by the conference.

New England Small College Athletic Conference

We do not have restrictions/limitations on travel squads, although there are a few sports in which we limit the number of participants on the roster (football) and in championships (m/w tennis – 8, golf – 5, m/w swimming – 24).

New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference

No restrictions in the NEWMAC.

North Coast Athletic Conference

The NCAC tried travel squad limits in the early 1990’s as a cost-cutting measure.  Frankly, it was the worst legislation we ever had and the Presidents repealed it after only one or two years. When you are paying $30,000 to $42,000 it is hard to tell a student-athlete, they cannot make the travel squad—especially in a sport like football where there are only five home games—and the other five are on the road.  Lacrosse and soccer were also troublesome.  Whatever our lacrosse travel squad number was, a couple teams had to leave one student at home all the time.  The other players collected money to give to the coach so they could bring the one remaining student.  It was a PR nightmare.

Northern Athletics Conference

We do not restrict travel squad sizes.  It is up to each institution.

Northwest Conference

The NWC is all over the place on this.  For football, we limit the travel squad size to 52 players when the traveling team has an overnight stay.   For baseball and softball, 24 players are allowed to suit up, but we have had a different 24 for each half of a double header, and that is a concern for some coaches and administrators. For XC and Swimming, we don’t limit dual meet squads, but limit championship squads to maintain a true “championship environment” rather than run the events as all comers meets.  In most other sports we go with the NCAA rules (if any) governing squad size.  You can look on a sport-by-sport basis on our website, under “Governance.”

North Eastern Athletic Conference

We have no travel squad limits for any of our sports (team or individual).

Ohio Athletic Conference

Nothing here. Our philosophy is if a kid pays all that money, give him a jersey, a ham sandwich and a spot on the bus…Of course, bus spots are governed by each institution to make sure travel costs are in mind.

Old Dominion Athletic Conference

We do not.

Pennsylvania Athletic Conference 

The PAC does not place any restrictions on these.

Skyline Conference

The Skyline Conference does not place restrictions on travel squad sizes.  That is an institutional decision for our members.

St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
We have no restrictions. Division III SA’s deserve the chance to participate.  After all, they, or their parents, are paying tens of thousands of dollars in tuition. I know some schools are better able to finance large travel squads than others, but they will spend money in other ways, giving them another advantage, if there are travel restrictions. It also makes it tougher for teams to hold the score down because there are no reserves to throw in when the score gets out of hand. You've probably heard all of these arguments at infinitum.
Southern Collegiate Athletic Conference
We have squad restrictions for visiting teams in conference competition and all teams in conference championships. Ours is a little loose in that you can travel with unlimited numbers, but only suit up a limited number. But that composition can change from game to game (e.g., baseball double-header), so some schools travel with more than the minimum and change their squad composition between contests. Hope that helps, but let me know if you need more information.

State University of New York Athletic Conference

SUNYAC has no restrictions on the size of travel squads as a Conference.

USA South Athletic Conference

The USA South Athletic Conference places no restrictions on travel squad sizes.  That is an institutional decision.

Wisconsin Intercollegiate Athletic Conference

We have roster limits (i.e., caps) on our men's programs that serve to also limit travel sizes to some degree.  However, football is the only sport where we have a conference-wide travel limit as well.  That limit is 55 and includes conference as well as non-conference games.  Any student-athlete who appears on the institution's eligibility list counts towards the travel squad limit--not just players who may be suiting up for that game.  You can find this rule in WIAC Bylaw 16.2 in our handbook which can be accessed via our conference web site.
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