MIAC All-Sportsmanship Teams

Commissioners:
 
I want to provide more information on our conference sportsmanship teams which was brought up in the commissioners meeting. The idea for the MIAC sportsmanship team began with our conference SAAC group. They put forth legislation to our conference ADs who unanimously approve the award.
 
Details of the award:
1) All 22 conference sponsored sports have a sportsmanship team
2) Each team (coaches and players) from each institution will elect one member from their team who displays good sportsmanship throughout the season, that individual will join the members from each of the other institutions to form the MIAC All-sportsmanship team for that particular sport
3) The conference office recognizes this award with all other end of season awards (The All-sportsmanship team is also listed on the MIAC sportsmanship website)
4) A certificate was created and emailed to each institution so they may print certificates if they choose to do so
 
The reason that we chose to have the sportsmanship members selected by their own team as opposed to selected by members from other teams is that we think sportsmanship is something that doesn’t just happen at “big meets” or when certain teams compete against each other, it also happens when you are a spectator at other sports and at practice every day. As great as it would be to be able to vote for competitors that demonstrate good sportsmanship, realistically you only see these people on a few select dates per year. By selecting an individual from their own team, someone whose actions they see everyday, it would be able to most accurately select an individual that truly demonstrates the ideals of sportsmanship. Although this may not be the most ideal way to select an All Sportsmanship team, we honestly believe it is the best way to ensure a quality representative.
 
The specific bylaw reads:
All-MIAC Sportsmanship Team: All institution sport teams in the MIAC will elect one member from their team who displays good sportsmanship throughout the season to be a member of the All-MIAC Sportsmanship team.  Details: These individuals will be selected by the team and head coach, with the head coach bringing the selection to the coaches meeting (where applicable or sent to conference office at the end of season). Only one student-athlete from each team may be selected. All institutions will have one representative, with final team choice selected by the head coach. The award will be publicized with other conference awards at the end of the season. This award is in name only, no certificate or plaque provided (no ties allowed).
 
Feel free to contact me if you have questions. 
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